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INV * RUE Chriſtianity, the real 


Nature and genuine Effects 


f N p 0 | ARS A | | : ; 
1 (ESR moſt convincingly repreſen- 
ted to us, in the Lives of 


r 


its true Profeſſors, There we 
t ſee the Excellency of every 
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ſiſtency of all its Parts; the 


Force of its Arguments, the Influence of its Promi- 
ſes, the Tendency of its Practice, and the Advan- 
tages that flow from it. Theſe are not ſo eaſily com- 

prehended by Thought, or conceived by Reffedli- 
on, as they are ſeen by Example, and felt by Ex- 
perience. Our Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Obſervation, 


may ſometimes fail us, in finding out the true 


Nature, Properties and Tendency of every Du- 
ty ; our Judgment likewiſe, in putting the ſeve- 


ral 


A 3 


"ACTS II. 46. latter Part. 
Did eat their meat with glad. 
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ral Parts of our Religion together; our corrupt 


Affections may hinder us from viewing it in its 


N. 


roper Light; Prejudice may ſuggeſt a great nun, 


$ 
LY 


ifhculties, which are not real: And in genera 
Indiſpoſition_ and Careleſneſs may / conceal fron 


* 
a» 


Temper and Diſpoſition of vur Minds, what Sa- 


tisfaction it produces, what Influence upon our 


4 


that flow from i 


1 \ 


| | a \ Fa | | ** 15 N 77 1 N 5 
For this Purpoſe St. L Uk E has in this Chap- 


preſent Happineſs, and how great the Pleaſures 


ter tranſmitted to Poſterity a ſhort, but plain Ac- 


count of the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity. Where- 


in we may obſerve, That as no Men could be 
more ſincere and ſtedfaſt Followers of the Do- 
ctrine of CHRIS FT and his Apoſtles, than they 
were; ſo none, even the happieſt of Mankind, 
could have greater Comfort and Satisfaction, 
greater inward Joy and Pleaſure, than They had 
therein. Other Men might boaſt of greater 
worldly Advantages, might abound more in 
Wealth, and be in higher Stations, might make a 
greater outward Appearance, and have every 
thing more coſtly and magnificent about them; 


but the inward Satisfaction ariſing from them, 


could not equal that ſolid ſteady pleaſure, which 
Theſe had in the Diſcharge of their Chriſtian Du- 


ty. Others might have their Tables ſet off with 
greater Elegance, their Meals prepared with much 
more Art and Coſtlineſs, every thing more ex- 


actly contrived to grat fy the Senſes, and pleaſe 


a hu- 


15 a great many of its Excellencies, and ineline 
s to think more indifferently of it, than it tru ly 
 aeferves It is 4 conſtant and umform Practice 
of it therefore, which alone can ſhew us its true 


Beauty and. Worth; what Effect it has upon the 


x 


key 


"of heart. The 
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ahumourſome Taſte; but they eould not /t down 


to Table with greater Chearfulneſs, or 7:/e from 
ir with leſs Diſguſt, than Theſe true Chriſtians, 
whadid eat thtin meat with gladneſs and ſingleneſs 
"hey bad. within themſelves that, which 
made every Condition and Circumſtance of Life 


eaſy to them, a good Conſcience, a good Hope 


towards G O D, and a good Diſpoſition towards 
Theſe were the Effects of the Religion 
they embraced; and theſe produced in them a 
conſtant Chearfulneſs of Temper, and a continu- 
.al[Peace of Mind: And They were found to have 
as much more real Felicity, and true En joy ment 
of this preſent World, than other Men, as They 
had learnt to deſpiſe it more, and to love it leſs, _ 
From this Pattern of the primitive Chriſtiuns, 


given us by the ſacred Hifforian, I propoſe to 


I. That Chearfulneſs, or Gladneſs is con- 


- 


gion is ſo far from diſcouraging 


ſiſtent with a 7 9 N Temper. 
it, that a true Senſe, and ſincere Practice thereof, 


is naturally apt to produce in us a conſtant Chear- 


I. 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew, That Chearfulneſs 
or Gladneſs is eonſiſtent with a truly Chriſtian 
Temper. And this I think is evidently ſignified 
to us, in the Character of thoſe bright and ſhining 
Lights of Chriſtianity, here ſet before us. Of 
whom it is faid, That They gladly received the 
word, preacht to them by the Apoſtles ; that 
They continued. ftedfaſtly in it; being perſuaded 
crine deliwer d, and living 
ö con- 
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conformably to the Precepts enjoyn'd them. The 
great Chriſtian Law of Charity, and of loving 
one another Was their chief Employment. It ſo 
united them together in Mind and Affection, that 
our Hiftorian calls it (Chap. iv. 32.) Being of 
one Heart and one Sou; and the Influence it had 
upon them was ſo great, that They freely ſold 
their Poſſeſſions (without any Command obliging 
them thereto, as appears from the 4th Verſe of 
the 5th” Chap.) and diſtributed them fo gene- 
rouſly to the Relief and Support of one another, 
that They ſeemed to have all things common. 
They met together daily in the Temple, per- 
forming all religious Offices. They frequently 
communicated in the Lord's- Supper, and in other 
Acts of Piety and Devotion, as the Evangelift ex- 
preſſes it, In breaking 7 Bread, and in Prayers. 
They had beſides theſe their Love-Feaſts, or 
: Feaſts of Charity, which is called in the Context, 
Breaking Bread from Houſe to Houſe; where They 
eat their meat with pladneſs and: fingleneſs of 
heart, praiſing God, and having favour and good 
will towards all people. This their Practice, as it 
is a perfect Image of a Chriſtian "Temper and 
5 Conduct; ſo was it alſo the Source and Fountain 
of that Chearfulneſs of Mind, which always ap- — 
peared in them. Their Joy abounded in pro W 
portion to their good Works; their inward Com- 
fort and Satisfaction was large and extenſive. as 
their Hopes; and the Peace and Serenity of their 
Minds kept a conſtant and even pace with the 
Purity and Integrity of their Hearts: They knew 
as little of Sorrow, as they did of Sin, and the 
Mercies and Pronuſes of Go Dp made them to 
rejoyce with Foy unſpeakable and full of & me" * 
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And whom could Chearfulneſs become better, 


than them that had ſo ſolid and good Foundation for 


it? Wherefore we find it a Duty inculcated upon all 


ſincere Chriſtians to Rejoyce evermore. St. PAUL 


thought his Philippians had ſo good a Title to it, 
that he doubles the Exhortation upon them, Re- 
Joyce in the Lord always, and again I ſay, Re- 


Joyce: As if he had been afraid, -leſt they ſhould 


miſtake the Nature of Chriſtianity, and fo de- 
prive themſelves of this, its peculiar Privilege. 
FThere are many Perſons indeed, who, either 


from a natural Unchearfulneſs of Heart, or 


* miſtaken Notions of Piety, or Weakneſs of 
« Underſtanding, love to indulge an uncomfor- 


„table way of Life, and give themſelves up a 


© Prey to Grief and Melancholy”. Superſti- 


tious Fears and groundleſs Scruples cut them off 


from all true Satisfaction in life; 1magining, that 
becauſe Ca Ris has commanded us to deny our 
ſelves in things unlawful, we muſt therefore be 
dead to all innocent Chearfulneſs, and that to be- 


come a Chriſtian is to become a Self- tormentor. 


But inſtead of that we ſee, that a true Spirit of 


Religion chears and compoſes the Soul. It ba- 


niſhes indeed all Levity of Behaviour, all vici- 
ous and diſſolute Mirth; it forbids wantonneſs and 


fooliſh geſting, which are not convement ; but in 
exchange, 15 fills the mind with perpetual Sere- 


nity and uninterrupted Chearfulneſs, and makes 


a Man eaſy to himſelf, and to all about him. 
This is fo far from being inconſiſtent with Chri- 
ſtianity, that its ſureſt Foundation and beſt Sup- 


port is to be found therein. We are not only 


permitted, but commanded to cultivate this hap- 


py Temper. Be glad * rejoyce O ye Righteous, 


For 


> #9: xmom ee 


| for it becometh well the Fuſt to be thankful, And 
4%  Chearfulneſs is a ſort of continual Gratitude to 
ll OT our great Creator; if it be rightly founded, tis 
an Honour both to Religion and to our Maker: 
It is an implicit Declaration of our Satisfaction 
in all the Diſpenſations of Divine Providence; it is 
a manifeſt Token of our hearty Submiſſion to the 
Will of GoD; it is making his Workmanſhip- 
to praiſe him, If it be conſtant and uniform, it 
diſcovers a great deal of true Religion, That there 
is no inward Sting of Conſcience, no Gall of Bit- 
terneſs, no Envy or Deſire of Revenge; but that 
all is calmand at peace within, that there is a 
contented Spirit, a Contempt of the Viciſlitudes 
of this mortal State, and a good Diſpoſition to- 
wards all Men. For without theſe it 18-impoſ- 
ſible to maintain a conſtant Chearfalneſs ; and 
our Religion obliges us to al/ theſe, and to every 
thing that tends to make the Mind eaſy, Conver- 
ſation agreeable, and Life pleaſant, Which 
TFC ret 35a Ts os bes 


. 4 II. To ſnew, That a true ; Senſe and ſincere 
Practice of our moſt holy Religion is naturally 
apt to produce in us a conſtant Chearfulneſs of 


'Temper © Which it does, 
- Tf, By confirming us in the Behef of a Go p, 
and of his providential Care of the World, par- 
_ ticularly of good Men, and thoſe that endeavour 
to pleaſe him. Upon Reflection, we muſt find 
our ſelves ſo naturally unfit and incapable to 
compaſs or effect our own Happineſs, and to ſa- 
tisfy even the neceſſary Deſires of the Soul, that 
we can have but a very ungrateful and uncom- 
. fortable 


* rk — Tha — 


| the Herefordſhire Soc IE T T. 1 

fortable Proſpect of human Life, without the Be- 
lief of a Supream Being, who can overrule Con- 
F 5 tingencies, govern all Events, and direct them to 
"x our Good; who has the Means and Inſtruments 


of Happineſs in his Power, ſufficient in himſelf, 
and no ways wanting to us, if we will be guided 
y him in the Way that leads to Happineſs and 
Perfection. If all were Chance; what a multi- 
tude of Misfortunes are we liable to, which we 
have neither Capacity nor Foreſight to provide 
againſt, or prevent? If undiſtinguiſhing Fate pre- 
vail'd; - we know not what Variety of untry'd 
4 Ils, that blind Miſtreſs of our Fortunes may 
3 have in reſerve for us. From either of theſe 
4  _ Suppoſitions, no Security, no ſolid Peace can 
come. But in the Account, which our Religion 
gives us of Things, we are aſſured, not only that 
there 18 a Wiſe Intelligent Being, who 1s able to 
make us happy by an Infinity of Means; but al- 
ſo that He is truly willing, and ſincerely drfpoſed 
to do it; that He is concern'd for us with the 

b Tenderneſs of a Father, and will deny us no- 
3 thing, that He ſees needful, or expedient for us; 
that if we will follow his Directions, and commit 
the Event of Things to Him', all Things ſball 
work together for our Good; and that his ultimate 
# Deſign is, in all the various Diſpenſations of his 
2 Providence, to make us compleatly happy. 
1 How joyful and pleaſant a Thing muſt it be, 
To look up to ſuch a Being, on whom we have fo 
great Dependance; To ſee our Patron and Pro- 
tector ſo 1nfinite in Wiſdom, and fo excellent in 
Power; who has neither Inſufficiency to cramp 

him, nor Envy to prevent him, from deſigning 
and effecting our greateſt Good; but is both 1 

43 | 2 and 
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and willing 


to do for us, beyond all that we can 
ask or think, Here is no room for Fear, or Suſ- 


icion left, leſt our true Intereſt ſhould fail thro? 
Negled, or be diſappointed -thro* the Malice of 


Second Cauſes. This Perſwaſion may juſtly free 


us from all Dread of future Events, ſeeing they 


\ 


are order'd and diſpoſed by an allwiſe and good 
Being; and may alſo make us eaſy and well- 
_ fatisfied under every Circumſtance and Condition 
of Life, being perſwaded, That every Thing 
that befalls us is by his Appointment; who has: 


engaged to do for us, what 1s beſt and moſt con- 
venient. Was Jaco PA: 7 . 


Nor is this our Perſwaſion weakly founded, 


but has the ſtrongeſt Arguments to confirm and 

ſtrengthen it. The Creation, which is already 
paſt, and the continual Inſtances of Providence, 
which we daily Experience, are, to every ſerious 


thinking Perſon, a full Conviction of that tender 
Care and Concern, which Go has for his Crea- 


tures. But the frequent Aſſurances of Scripture, 


together with that ſtupendous Inſtance of his Love 


to us, in ſending his So N, even whilſt we were 


Enemies to him, to be a Sacrifice and Propitia- 


tion for our Sins, is an invincible Argument of 


his unchangeable Purpoſe, to deny us nothing, 


that is wholſome for us. For as the Apoſtle ar- 
gues, He that fpared not his own Son, but deli- 


vered him up for us all. bow ſhall He not with him 


freely give us all things? Such a Reflection as 
this cannot fail to bring Comfort and: Chearful- 
neſs along with it, to make us eaſy and well- 


pleaſed with all the various Diſpenſations of Pro- 


vidence, and to welcome every Circumſtance. of 
Life with Joy and Satisfaction. But this is not 


_ 


all. Chriſtianity has improved this · Reflection 
much to our Advantage, teaching us 


_ 2dly, That our Dependence on Go p is not 


confined within the narrow Compaſs of this pre- 


ſent Life; but has yet a much more agreeable and 
delightful 


Proſpect beyond the Grave; the full. 
Aſſurance of a bleſſed Immortality; when, not 


only that which is beſt, but alſo that which is 


moſt agreeable and delightful to us, ſhall be our. 
Portion; where we ſhall be out of the Reach and- 
Power of every Thing, that can in the leaſt mo- 


leſt, or hurt us; where our Happineſs ſhall be in 
every reſpect the moſt compleat and perfect, and. 


continue to be ſuch to all Eternity. To one, that 


has a right and true Senſe of this, nothing can be 


diſagreeable, which is deſign'd to forward him in 
his Purſuit of fo great, ſo. good an End: And as 
ſuch ( conſidering the good Providence of All- 


mighty GOD) we may look upon every thing, 
that befalls us in this Life, and therefore receive 


every Thing with Chearfulnefs, at leaſt without. 
Repining. For can we repine at that momentary 
Affliction, which worketh out for us fuch an ex-- 
ceeding-Weight of Glory? Can we be uneaſy under 
that Tryal, which prepares us for ſuch a laſting) 
and durable State of . Happineſs ? Can the Heirs - 
_ of. ſuch exceeding- great and precious.. Promiſes - 
be dejected? Or they, that live under the con- 
ſtant Senſe, and continual, Hope of ſo. great Re- 
ward, be without a Stay and Support, much ſu- 
perior to every worldly Cauſe of Uneaſmeſs and 
Diſcontent ? This is the Chriſtian's Hope and Be- 


lief: This Aſſurance he has to keep up his Spirits, 


to chear his Soul, to comfort and ſupport him in 
* c 


every 


every Emergency, and to fill him with all Foy and 
Peace in believing. g 
| _ From the Faith of a Chriſtian, which fo plen- 3 

tiſully adminiſters Matter of Joy and Gladneſs, 
I proceed to his Practice: And to confider how 
that ſerves to beget in him Chearfulneſs and Sere- 


4 r His Contempt of the World, and his In- 
difference to Things preſent and ſenſible, which 
his Religion carefully inculcates, is of great Ser- 
vice to him in this Reſpect. For this ſecures him 
from all thoſe anxious Cares, and needleſs Fears, 
and impatient Longings, which worldly Minds 
are neceſſarily diſtracted with. If we could look 
into all the {orrowful Hearts of Men, and know . 
their Thoughts, we ſhould find, That the great 
Caufe and Spring of all their Uneaſineſs is an im- 
moderate Love of the World and its Enjoyments. 
They are either impatiently deſiring what they | 
| have not, or uneaſy with their preſent Condi- 
tion; either lamenting ſome paſt Loſs or Diſap- 
pointment, or elſe in Fear of ſome Change and 
unwelcome Turn of Affairs; either in Pain for 
the Succeſs of their Attempts, or diſtracted with 
Cares to make their Purpoſes and Deſigns effectu- 
al. But the true Chriſtian is happily eaſed of all 
theſe anxious, diſtracting Thoughts. For beyond 
a prudent Care, in the Uſe of honeſt Means, to 
manage and diſpoſe his worldly Affairs, he has 
no Concern. He is not at all ſollicitous about the 
Events of Things; but leaves that entirely to 
Gop, on whom it depends; One, that will noet = 
fail to order it for his Good, and is there- TY 
fore prepared to-embgace it, be it what it will, 
RI e e and 
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5 and cannot be diſpleaſed with it, Knowing, That in! 


finite Wiſdom was his Carver. By this Means 


« he has his Paſſions in Subjection, his Mind 
* free, his Thoughts undiſturbed, and enjoys the 
„World, without being a Slave to it, in a quiet 
Indifferency and a comfortable Liberty“. 


Whilſt other Men are wracking their Inventions, 


diſtracting their Heads, and torturing their 


Thoughts, upon ſome foohiſh worldly Scheme, 
either of Wealth, or Grandeur, or Pleaſure ; He 


fits down with Chearfulneſs and Thankſgiving 
with that Portion of this World, which the Good- 


neſs of GO p has afforded him, without repining 
that *tis not better, and without any anxious 
Thoughts of improving it. Whilſt others are 
forc'd to fly 3 and Drinking, and De- 
heir worldly Cares and their 


bauchery, to bury the! 
Senſes together, he has none of theſe Cares to bu- 

ry, A ob laſting Foundation of Comfort in 
that R 


knows to be prepared for him in another Life. 


a aly. Another true and ſolid Ground of Chear- 
fulneſs, which our Religion adminiſters, is that 


kind and good Diſpoſition towards all Men, which 


of Ages, who can never fail him, and 
in that perfect State of Happineſs , which he 


it requires us to cultivate and improve. This 


frees the Mind from thoſe uneaſy Paſſions of Ha- 


tred and Deſire of Revenge, from Envy and Nar- 
rowneſs of Spirit, thoſe Cankers of the Soul, that 
eat out all it's Peace, and leave nothing but the 
Duſt of Malice and Contention behind them. 
They that are poſſeſſed of them are like a trou- 
| bled Sea, which cannot reſt ; thoſe turbulent Diſ- 


- poſitions are always caſting: up Dirt and Mire; 


they 


3 
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16 A SERMON. preach'd before 
they break forth into Strife and fierce. Debates, 

are vented in Bitterneſs. and Rage and Fury; or 

elſe they lie ſmother'd in evil Purpoſes and De- 

ſigns, burning, like a latent Fire, in the Breaſt, 7 

till with collected Force they break out with 

JJ OE ono ih ion dong tear 
But Chriſtianity obliges us to rid our ſelves of 

all ſuch reſtleſs Inmates, To be kindly. affe&ion'd 
towards all, and as much as in us lies, to be at 
peace with all nen? Inſtead of deviſing Miſchief 
againſt others, to ſtudy to do them good, and to 
help and afliſt them to the utmoſt of our Power: 
To look upon our main Intereſt, as beſt promoted 
by a moſt diffuſive Charity, and the Foundation 

of our real Happineſs, as beſt laid in Works of 


Mercy and univerſal Benevolence. 
When a Man is become in ſome meaſure Ma- 
ſter of ſuch a Temper, and inured to ſuch a 
Practice; How great Peace and Satisfaction muſt 
"he find within; conſcious to himſelf of no evil 
Intention againſt any Man; but diſpoſed to be 
_ pleaſed with, and to take Delight in his Neigh- 
bour's Welfare, and to re joyce in every thing that 
befalls him for his good ! All the good he does 
to others (which his Religion obliges him to, 
according as he has Capacity and Opportunity) 
recoils upon him with double Satisfaction: Fo 
the Pleaſure he takes 1n ſeeing a Fellow-creature 
benefited or relieved, 1s 1mproved by this agree- 
able Reflection, That his Hand relieved him. He 
has the Pleaſure likewiſe to ſee the Image of Gop 
improve in himſelf, who is good to all, and whoſe 
tender Mercies are over all his Works, © 
And thus, whilſt other Men teaze, and vex, 
and torment themſelves at the good HR of 
+ 2 | —_ 
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their Neighbour; or elſe make themſelves miſe- 


rable, in ſtriving to make others ſo too: He feels 


a pleaſure ariſing from their good, and increafes 


his own Satisfaction, by contributing to the Eaſe 


of other Perſons. Whilſt they, through Cove- 
touſneſs, Or Fraud, Or Oppreſſion, or by other 


unlawful and indirect Means, treaſure to them- 


ſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath; He, by 
Works of Mercy and Charity, relieves his own 


Bowels, does a very ſenſible Act of Kindneſs to 
_ himſelf, and lays up a good Foundation againſt 


the time to come, that he may inherit eternal 


Life, Which leads me to conſider, * | 
Za, One further ſolid Ground of Chearful- 


neſs and Pleaſure, which the Chriſtian has, con- 


ſequent upon his ſincere Practice of Religion; 


that is, a good Conſcience. Our rejoycing is this 

(ſays St. PAUL) the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity we have had 

our Converſation in the World, To be conſcious 

to our ſelves, that we have done what is our Du- 
ty to do, that we have acted agreeable to the 


Rules of Reaſon, that we have in every Station 


of Life endeavour'd to behave our ſelves inoffen- 
ſively, in Humility towards Go p, in Juſtice 


and Charity to our Neighbour, is a Satisfaction 
which all Men with for, though none are capa- 


ble of conceiving the Greatneſs of it, but they 


that have try'd it. It is it ſelf a real Pleaſure 
really to approve our own Actions; if by theſe 
Actions we have been ſerviceable and beneficial 


to others, 'tis yet a greater Pleaſure; and what 


{till enhanſes the Satisfaction thereof, is, That 
they have been „ 4D well-pleaſing to 
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FT, Gow, the beſt Judge of them, and 


moſt capable of rewarding rei oh im reflet 


therefore on ſuch a Behaviour, a Man finds, that 


he has conſulted his own beſt and trueſt Intereſt 


thereby; that he has ſecured to himſelf the beſt 
of Friends; that he has laid the Foundation of 


a laſting and immoveable Comfort, which will 
end in Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. And 
this is a Pleaſure which can never cloy, but the 
mind loves to dwell upon it : It is a Pleaſure that 


always affords ſomething new, as we go on in the 


Practice of laudable and vertuous Actions: It is 
a Pleaſure, which neither Time, nor Age, nor 
Sickneſs can rob us of, but rather increaſes, and 
becomes more ſenſible to us, tlie longer we have 


had it, and exerts it ſelf with greateſt Vigour, * 


I when we are moſt oppreſt with Pain and Sickneſs. 


and when we come to have the leaſt Taſte of 
ſenſual Delights. It is a Pleaſure, that gains 


ſtrength by Ave, and is beſt reliſhed in A 


ſity; even at the Hour of Death, it ſupports the 
ſinking Spirits, and chears the Soul, and makes 
it in a manner forget the Agonies of i it, whilft 


we can compare the paſt Actions of our Lives 


with our future Reward, and look forward to 
that Day, when none of our good Deeds ſhall be 


forgotten; but ſhall be rehearſed in the Preſence 


of Gon, of Angels, and of Men, and ſhall be 


rewardeil with an Inheritance incorruptible, and 


undefiled, and that fadeth nor me, e ſerved i in 


the Heavens for us. 


Theſe are the Sources, theſe the Grounds of a 


Chriſtian's Chearfulneſs: T hey appear in them- 
ſelves to be ſolid and ſubſtantial; and if com- 
ured: with thoſe Means which are commonly 


© made 
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made uſe of, they will appear to be more ſo. 
Some Men's Satisfaction riſes or finks with their 
Fortunes, and their whole Pleaſure depends upon 
their Wealth. Whatever this Pleaſure be, it is 
certainly attended with a great many Cares, and 
Fears, and Anxieties, which a worldly Mind, 


that dotes upon Riches, cannot be free from, thro? 


the 'many Loſſes, Hazards, Difficulties, Difap- 


pointments, to which his Dependance on ſuch 
uncertain, precarious things muſt be ſubject. The 
fame may be ſaid of Honours and worldly Gran- 


deur : They have more ſhew than ſubſtance, and 
the Burdens thereof, upon a due Eſtimation, would 


be found more real than the Pleaſures. Senſual 
Delights and Entertainments may ſeem to ſtand 
upon a better foot, and may be thought by ſome 
the proper Inſtruments of Chearfulneſs. But theſe, 
tis evident, are very ſhort-liv'd and unſatisfactory, 
they quickly pall and grow inſipid to the Appe- 
tite that deſired them. All that the 3 


can pretend to, are ſome Flaſhes of Mirth, which 


are quickly extinguiſht, and therefore cannot be 


Inſtruments of a conſtant, ſettled Chearfulneſs. 
I do not ſpeak of theſe things, as if the Poſſeſ- 


fion of Wealth, or Honours, or the Enjoyment of 


thoſe ſenſible Gratifications, which Nature has 
provided, were inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, For 


it does ſuppoſe, we may be poſſeſſed of them, and 
that we may have Pleaſure in them; nay, the reateſt 


Pleaſure they can afford us, is in uſing them as 
Chriſtianity has preſcribed. For who has greater 
Pleaſure in Wealth, than he, who is not a Slave 
to it, but can uſe it (as occaſion offers) in doing 
good? Where does Honour and Power appear with 
greater Luſtre, or give greater Pleaſure to the 

1 C- 2 Perſon 
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© Butif a Man places his whole Sate 
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of it, than in protecting the In- 
nocent, in reſtraining the Injurious, in promoting 
and encouraging the Cauſe of Virtue? And as to 
the Gratifications of Senſe, uſe them with Tem- 
perance, as Chriſtianity requires, and you have 
all the Pleaſure, without any of the Inconveni- 
ences which follow from Exceſss. +. 
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faction in 


them, and purſues them at any rate, they will 
greatly diſappoint him. The Pleaſure they give 
3 muſt be very imperfect, whilſt there remain 
within the certain, effectual Cauſes of Uneaſineſs 
and Diſcontent, an inordinate Love of the World, 


irregular Appetites and Paſſions, reſtleſs Fears and 
Deſires, a malicious or revengeful Spirit, and what 
is worſe than all, a guilty Conſcience. Riches 

cannot bribe theſe to be quiet, ſecular Power 
cannot ſuppreſs them, nor can worldly Entertain- 


ments wholly divert them: They will find a 


time to harraſs and perplex him, and oftentimes 
ſo far prevail, as to render his worldly Enjoy- 
ments taſteleſs. Add to this, that whatever Plea- 
ſure there be in theſe things, they are very uncer- 


tain and precarious, and in many Caſes of no Ser- 


vice. They will not give any the leaſt Eaſe to one 
that is in Pain, nor will they raiſe the Spirits of 
him, that is languiſhing upon the Bed of Sickneſs. 
In ſhort, where there is moſt Need, they are of 
leaſt Service; and when the Mind has greateſt 
Occaſion for Relief, they help only to depreſs it. — 
But thoſe Grounds of Chearfulneſs, which Reli- 


gion lays, are of moſt durable and univerſal Ser- 


vice, They are on all Occafions, and in all Cir- 


cumſtances very uſeful and deſirable; they do ef- 


fectually remove all the Cauſes of Anxiety and 
4s eee, 
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1 ' Diſcontent'; they keep the Mind in conſtant Peace 
"i WD an Serenity, and bear up the Soul under the 

H greateſt Tryals and- Afflictions of the Body. 

- The true Chriſtian therefore has the only true 
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Title to Chearfulneſs, to ſettled Satisfaction, to 
ſolid Pleaſure. His Mind is free, his Conſcience 
clear, his Hope is ſtrong, and his Joy's his own: / 
The World cannot rob him of it, Age cannot 
lefſen it, Death cannot part him from it, nor 
Time put an end to it. This is a Scheme of 
Happineſs worth purſuing. The preſent Pleaſures 
of it far exceed all the Gratifications the wicked 
aim at, if they were ſure of enjoying them. 
Chriſtianity in this View ( and this I think is the 
juſteſt Light we can view it in) does not look, 
like the rigid Impoſition of an auſtere Lord, but 
the wiſe Preſcription of a kind indulgent Father, 
who has a ſincere Regard to our preſent, as well as 
future Felicity. It will indeed coſt us ſome 
Pains at firſt, to cultivare this happy Chriſtian 
Temper: But then we ſee, that the imperfect Gra- 
tifications of the World are not to be had without 
it. And why ſhould we not labour for Subſtance, 
rather than for Shadow? For that true Pleaſure, 
which can never be taken away from us, rather 
than for Trifles, which deceive the Imagination 
for a little while, and then = leave us for ever? 
But 1 will not trouble you with many Infe- 
rences from what has been ſaid; they are eaſy. 
2 and natural, which you may make at your leiſure. 
Lonly beg leave to make a ſhort Application of 
what has been ſaid to the Occaſion of our.preſent: 
MEETING. n 8 
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That, which firſt form' d Tou into a ſelect Soctery, 
and has ſince engaged You to continue it, was (1 
am perſwaded) no other, than what I have been .* 
ſpeaking of, a ſociable Diſpoſition, and a Qhear- 1 
ful Frame of Mind: Not to ſolace one another in 
the mean and ſordid Ways of Rioting and Ex- 75 * 
ceſs; but an honeſt commendable View, of plea- 1 
ſing and being pleaſed with each other's friendly 
Converſation; a Defire of renewing former Friend- 
ſhips, of converſing with thoſe, for whom You 
contracted an early Affection in your younger 
Years, whoſe Intereſts and Concerns (as NAa- Þ 

Ful VvEs of the ſame CoUuNnTy) are beſtknown "| 
td each other, and who are therefore moſt capable 
ef giving and receiving mutual Aſſiſtance, Advice 
and Satisfaction. Nor is this (honeſt and com- 
mendable as it is) the Bound of your View. But 

You have Regard to thoſe, whoſe Circumſtances 
will not allow them, to joyn with Lou in this So- 
lemnity: And may be ſaid to ſandtißß your 

FEASs T, by making the Aſſiſtance of the Needy, 
and the Relief of the Diſtreſt, one main Deſign of 
your MEETING. Benevolence is both a certain 
Sign, and a certain Effect of a chearful Temper. 
And I do not doubt, but ſome of you have felt by 
Experience the Truth of our Saviour's Obſervati- 
on, That *tis more bleſſed to give than to receive. 
Thave with Pleaſure obſerved in my CO uNTRx- 
MEN, in the Univer/ity, as well as in this City, a 


—— 


ſingular Regard to each other, a great Readineſs 
to all good Offices, and a Deſire to continue former 
Friendſhips, notw:thitanding the many Opportu- 
nities, that offer in both Places, of contracting new 

ones. Nor do I find, that even the Party Heats 
-andFeuds,which have greatly tended todivide the 
Nation 
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Friendly Commerce. 


Juſt Deſcription of the happy Conſequences that | 
attend it. So that if I were asked, What thought 
the moſt effectual way to promote Chearfulneſs, I 


ſhould anſwer, By forming our Lives and Judg- 


ment by the Rules and Principles of Chriſtianity. 
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Chriſtianity gives no Countenance to a ſowre, 


ſordid, or ſeliſh Temper. Openeſs, Sincerity, _ 


Benevolence, a mutual Study to promote, and a 


mutual Delight in, each other's Good, are the 
beſt Marks of a Chriſttan. Theſe therefore, 
Brethren, as well for our own Sake, as Religion's, 
let us endeavour to cultivate and improve; and 

Con- 
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: convince others thereby w "That Religion . | 
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Chearfulneſs are, not only conſiſtent, but inſepe- 
rable ; that. her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſc, Y 


and that all ber Paths are Pence. 


Let them, chat deny 2 G0 p, or queſtion Fr 
Providence, live in continual Jealouſies and Suf- 
picions; Let them, that disbelieve a future State, 


terrify themſelves with the Approaches of Death 


and Diſſolution; Let them, that have an evil 


Conſcience, be afraid, and them, that have hard 


and injurious Thoughts of God, deſpair: Let us 
leave Envy and Hatred, and a Deſire of Revenge 


to narrow Spirits; Let Covetous Men be diſcon- 


tented; Let the Ambitious Man's Brains be fil- 
led with Schemes of Greatneſs, with dark Plots 


and deep Contrivances; Let the Volu ptuary 


chear himſelf with borrow'd Mirth, ah” for a 
Flaſh of Pleaſure fink himſelf into real Sorrorop. 
But Let us endeavour to culti vate and 1 improve in 
our ſelves the Principles of true Religion; Let us 


praiſe Go p for his Mercies, uſe them thankfully, 
and in all our Needs apply our ſelves to Him; 
Let us truſt to his Providence, ſubmit to his Will, 
ſerve Him willingly, hope in Him to the End; 

Let vs learn'to deſpiſe the World; to delight in 


'Gop and Goodneſs, to keep a Conſcience void of 
Offence, and to be kindly affected towards all 


Men; If this be our Care and Endeavour, Chear- 
fulneſs will naturally follow, and make RETr.. 
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